The role of sulfatide in thrombogenesis and haemostasis.
In 1961, Wago et al. reported a potential anticoagulant role for sulfatide using animal experiments. Since then there have been many studies of sulfatide in the field of thrombogenesis/haemostasis, yielding contradictory conclusions. Some report that sulfatide has anti-thrombotic activity because it prolongs clotting time, inhibits platelet adhesion, and prolongs bleeding. Others report that sulfatide induces thrombosis in animal models. This mini-review is a chronologic review of reports examining the role of sulfatide in thrombogenesis/haemostasis together with the introduction of data from our laboratory and a discussion of the possible mechanisms underlying these curious phenomena.